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Rashid ad-Din said of himself: et And I was a simple Jew,
an apothecary, a physician, a poor man among my fellows
. . .9" * and in the still more reliable evidence of the Arab
geographer Ibn Batuta who spent the year 1325 at Baghdad,
where he met the Vizier of the Il-Khan Abu Sa'id, a certain
Ghiyath ad-Din Muhammad b. Khodja Rashid (^-t*^ <jr\
-**^o)—the son of our Rashid ad-Din—who was, according
to Ibn Batuta, " one of the Jewish emigrants *'.2
The statements of contemporaries also corroborate the
account as to the manner of Hashld ad-Din's death. One
might say that his end expresses the fate of a Jew in the
service of alien powers. Exactly as in the case of Sacd
ad-Daula,3 his enemies, in order to be rid of Hashid ad-Dins
accused "him of having poisoned the Il-Khan Uljaytu, and
executed "him in 1318 at the age of over 70, together with his
son Ibrahim. TTis head was sent to Tabriz and dragged through
the town, while proclamation was made : te This is the head
of the Jew who has dishonoured the word of God, may God's
curse be upon him." 4 So widespread was the belief that he
was a Jew that even a century after his death the ruler of
Tabriz, ]idiranshah, had his bones exhumed in the "\rnslrcn
cemetery of Tabriz in order to reinter them in the Jewish
cemetery, so that he should not lie together with true Muslims.
The end of Bashid ad-Din sealed the fate of Persian and
"Iraqian Jewry and marked the complete elimination of the
Jews from public life for centuries. Yet, as so frequently
happened in Jewish history, the destruction of political and
economic influence led to a spiritual revival and to a period
of internal growth. The birth of Hebrew-Persian literature s
i Cited by Blochet, Introduction,  p. 30.	* Ibn Baiuia, ii, 116.
a A historic parallel -which is really remarkable.
* Cf. Blochet, Introditclion, pp. 3O and 51. Howorth, History of the
Mongols* pp. 5&S-9.
5 For a general account of Judseo-Persian literature see E. N. Adler,
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